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Small Group Discussion Guides
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Introduction

The LOVEjax small group discussion guides are intended to be used in groups of 8-12 people. These are not intended to be formal Bible studies, but are guided discussions based on various passages of the Bible and biblical topics. Leaders should feel free to prepare for each discussion by thoroughly reading the passages to be discussed and exploring commentaries and other aids that will assist them in the discussion. Leaders should resist the temptation to “teach” but rather encourage discussion and biblical exploration. 

In order to engage more people in these weekly discussions, the preaching pastor should find opportunities during each week’s sermon to mention the small group discussion for that week. 


Three Sections:

Each discussion is divided into three basic sections: Hangout, Hear, and Huddle. Each section is important in creating an environment where people will feel free to share, be open to God’s Word, and honestly assess their own reaction to it. Leaders can feel free to change questions but should not skip any of these three sections. 


HANGOUT [Warming Up to the Topic] 10 minutes
The “Hangout” section contains an icebreaker question designed to engage the group in a discussion that will be further explored in specific passages from the Old and New Testament. While it may be tempting to spend more time in this section, you will need to keep the discussion to 10 minutes or less if you want to fully explore the topic and what the Bible teaches about it.

HEAR [Listening to God through Scripture] 25 minutes
While our experiences and thoughts are important, exploring what the Bible teaches about a particular topic is crucial. The “Hear” section is the heart of the discussion. Passages of scripture should be read aloud by the leader or volunteers. The questions are designed to engage participants in thoughtful discussion. People might share personal experiences or examples. Some may offer other biblical examples of a particular point. Stimulating discussion and biblical curiosity is an important part of the discipleship process. Encourage people to go home and do further study. Leader should NOT feel like they need to have all the answers.

HUDDLE [Making It Personal and Praying Together – in Huddles] 10-15 minutes
Huddles are a critical part of a healthy small group discussion. Each huddle should consist of 3-4 people of the same gender. Huddles can happen at the end of the small group time, or they could choose to meet at another time and place of the group’s choosing. The question(s) posed in this section are rather pointed and invite people to explore their own heart. The goal is to offer encouragement and accountability to individuals to make personal changes to align themselves with biblical truth. 
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Part 1: Searching for the City
[Insert Date]


Small Group Questions

HANGOUT [Warming Up to the Topic] 
1. Do you have any lingering questions or thoughts of encouragement that are connected to this week’s teaching? 
2. When you think of a city, is your immediate thought positive or negative? Why? 

HEAR [Listening to God through Scripture] 
3. Read Genesis 2:8-10 and Revelation 21:1-2 & 22-27
a. The story of humanity begins in a garden and ends in a city. How does this contradict or support your personal feelings about cities?
b. Read Genesis 1:28. Does God’s command to Adam and Eve support the idea of moving from a garden to a city? Why or why not?
c. If humans are designed in the image of God, shouldn’t a city full of people be a better reflection of God than a beautiful garden absent of humans? 
d. Why do we seek God in nature, isolated from other humans, as opposed to a crowded city?
4. Read these verses about different biblical cities and answer the following questions:
a. Read Genesis 4:8-17. Why is the city a good place to hide?
b. Read Genesis 11:4. Why is the city a good place to make a name for yourself?
c. Read Genesis 18:20-22. How does the city magnify the depravity of humanity?
d. Read Exodus 3:7-10. How can cities become places of rebellion against God?
5. Read John 18:33-40
a. Was (is) Jesus the King of the Jews? 
b. What do you think Jesus meant when He said, “My kingdom is not of this world?”
c. How should Jesus' words affect our understanding of our citizenship and alignment with the political and economic systems of this world? (See also Matthew 22:15-21.)
d. Read Matthew 6:9-10. How does this prayer shape your understanding of our relationship with the city?

HUDDLE [Making It Personal and Praying Together – in Huddles] 
6. Are you more invested in building the kingdoms of this world or the Kingdom of our Lord? In what ways? What, if any, changes do you need to make? Talk about it, invite accountability, and take time to pray. 
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Part 2: Running from the City
[Insert Date]


Small Group Questions

HANGOUT [Warming Up to the Topic] 
1. Do you have any lingering questions or thoughts of encouragement that are connected to this week’s teaching? 
2. Is your instinctive reaction to run toward or away from danger? How has that been good and bad?

HEAR [Listening to God through Scripture] 
3. Read Jonah 1:1-6
a. What is the significance of the words, “But the Lord hurled a great wind…” in verse 4?
b. The mariners were pagan sailors. Jonah was God’s prophet. What is the irony of the situation described in these verses?
c. Have you known unbelievers who were more open to God than self-proclaimed believers? How so?
d. Who was endangered by Jonah’s disobedience? What significance might that have for us?
4. Read Jonah 1:7-16
a. How did the pagan sailors show more fear (reverence) for God than Jonah?
b. In what ways did the sailors show more concern for Jonah than Jonah showed for them?
c. What was the result of the sailors’ encounter with Jonah (v. 16)? 
5. Read Jonah 1:17 & 2:10
a. Who sent the storm? Who sent the fish? Who caused the fish to vomit? 
b. Has God ever sent a storm and a vomiting fish into your life? Did you see that as evidence of God’s love and grace at the time? How about now? Why or why not?
6. Read Jonah 3:1-10
e. God gives Jonah a “do-over.” In fact, chapters 1 & 2 are parallel to chapters 3 & 4. What is different this time? What had not changed?
f. Was Jonah’s message to Nineveh delivered out of love and compassion? If not, what motivated it? What motivates you to obey God?
g. In what ways can you relate to Jonah? How might the spirit of Jonah be reflected in the church today?
h. Where is our Nineveh? How will we respond?

HUDDLE [Making It Personal and Praying Together – in Huddles] 
7. In what ways are you currently running from God? Where is your Tarshish (the place you run to hide)? Where is your Nineveh (the place God is calling you to go)? Talk about it, invite accountability, and take time to pray. 
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Part 3: Running Toward the City
[Insert Date]


Small Group Questions

HANGOUT [Warming Up to the Topic] 
1. Do you have any lingering questions or thoughts of encouragement that are connected to this week’s teaching? 
2. Do you believe there is a direct correlation between success and criticism? Why or why not?
3. When you have experienced criticism has it distracted you or refined you?

HEAR [Listening to God through Scripture] 
4. Read Nehemiah 1:1-3 & 2:1-8
a. What stands out to you about Nehemiah?
b. What stands out to you about the king’s response to Nehemiah’s request?
5. Read Nehemiah 2:9-20 & 4:1-15
c. How did Nehemiah’s enemies react?
d. What was Nehemiah’s response to them?
6. Read Nehemiah 6:1-4
e. What strategy did Sanballat and Tobiah attempt to use in these verses? 
f. How did Nehemiah respond? What would have happened if Nehemiah had been distracted by their invitation?
g. What can we learn from Nehemiah’s response to his critics?
h. How do you normally respond when people oppose you?
i. Why do you think God allows the Sanballats and Tobiahs of the world to challenge and frustrate us? What greater purpose might this serve?
j. What part did prayer play in Nehemiah’s encounters with his enemies?
k. What part should prayer play in our church’s efforts to reach our community?

HUDDLE [Making It Personal and Praying Together – in Huddles] 
6. What is your “wall”? What is tempting you to stop working and come down from it? Talk about it, invite accountability, and take time to pray. 
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Part 4: Responding to the City
[Insert Date]


Small Group Questions

HANGOUT [Warming Up to the Topic] 
1. Do you have any lingering questions or thoughts of encouragement that are connected to this week’s teaching? 
2. Do you believe God uses social forces to accomplish His will? Why or why not? Can you think of examples?

HEAR [Listening to God through Scripture] 
3. Read Acts 11:19-22
a. What caused the Christians to scatter as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus?
b. Who did the Jewish believers share with?
c. Who shared with the Hellenists (non-Jews)?
d. How might this have posed an unexpected problem for the leaders of the church in Jerusalem? What did they do in response?
4. Read Acts 11:23-26
a. What did Barnabas discover in Antioch?
b. What were two things Barnabas did for the new believers in Antioch?
c. What were the results of his work?
d. How was inviting Paul to Antioch a big step of faith? (read Acts 9:26-27)
5. Read Acts 11:27-30 & 13:1-3
a. What did the disciples in Antioch do in response to the prophecy of Agabus?
b. How was this a step of faith on the part of these new believers?
c. What should we learn from the example of the church at Antioch?
d. How is our church similar? How are we different?
e. To whom do you most closely relate in this story and why?

HUDDLE [Making It Personal and Praying Together – in Huddles] 
6. Everyone needs a Barnabas -- someone who believes in them and encourages them to “get in the game.” Who is (has been) your Barnabas? To whom are you (or could you be) a Barnabas? Talk about it, invite accountability, and take time to pray. 
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Part 5: Being for the City
[Insert Date]


Small Group Questions

HANGOUT [Warming Up to the Topic] 
5. Do you have any lingering questions or thoughts of encouragement that are connected to this week’s teaching? 
6. Can you think of any current examples of how God may be using social forces to accomplish His purposes? 

HEAR [Listening to God through Scripture] 
7. Read Jeremiah 25:1-14
a. How does this passage show the patience of God? How does it show His justice? What about His mercy?
b. We often think of divine judgment as being something God does to us, but it also can be understood as God allowing us to suffer the consequences of our own actions. What is the difference between these two understandings?
c. How do these two opposing perspectives on judgment result in different understandings of God? Which do you tend to believe?
8. Read Jeremiah 26:1-16
a. Do Jeremiah’s enemies see him as loyal or as a traitor? Were they right or wrong? Why?
b. Read Proverbs 27:6. How does this proverb apply to Jeremiah?
c. What similarities do you see between Jeremiah and Jesus?
d. How should the church be like Jeremiah in our city today?
9. Read Jeremiah 28:1-11
a. What was the difference between the message of Hananiah and the message of Jeremiah?
b. Did Jeremiah like Hananiah’s message? Why was Hananiah’s message more popular?
c. Everyone wants good news to be true, but why is false hope so dangerous?
d. Read Jeremiah 28:12-17. How did God distinguish between the two messages?
10. Read Jeremiah 29:4-9. 
a. What are the similarities between today’s church and the Babylonian exiles?
b. What are some ways you, your family, and your small group can exercise the ideas expressed in this passage in our community today?

HUDDLE [Making It Personal and Praying Together – in Huddles] 
6. Are you more influenced by the Hananiahs or the Jeremiahs in your life? Talk about it, invite accountability, and take time to pray. 
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Part 6: Standing out in the City
[Insert Date]


Small Group Questions

HANGOUT [Warming Up to the Topic] 
11. Do you have any lingering questions or thoughts of encouragement that are connected to this week’s teaching? 
12. In your experience, what happens when believers take stands against cultural norms? Can you think of examples of when it has made a positive difference? What was the cost for the person/people who stood up against culture?

HEAR [Listening to God through Scripture] 
13. Read Daniel 1:1-10
a. What was Nebuchadnezzar’s goal for the Jewish exiles?
b. How do we assimilate people into our culture today? In what ways is this positive and in what ways might it be negative?
c. What was Daniel’s concern? What did he do? How was this an act of faith?
d. What was God’s response to Daniel’s resolve?
e. How did Daniel’s decision effect those around him?
14. Read Daniel 1:11-16
a. How did Daniel respond to the steward’s concerns?
b. How does Daniel’s response help us to know how we might interact in a culture that doesn’t always share our values and beliefs?
15. Read Daniel 6:1-9
a. Daniel has risen to a position of power and influence in Babylon. How did Daniel’s two counterparts respond to Daniel’s success?
b. How do people in our society experience this kind of bias today? 
16. Read Daniel 6:10-18
a. What was Daniel’s response?
b. What was the king’s role? What was his response to Daniel’s “rebellion”?
c. What can we learn from this story about our interactions in a culture that doesn’t share our values or beliefs?

HUDDLE [Making It Personal and Praying Together – in Huddles] 
6. Are there ways that you are compromising your faith and biblical values with the surrounding culture? How? What do you need to so about it? Talk about it, invite accountability, and take time to pray. 
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Part 7: Hiding in the City
[Insert Date]


Small Group Questions

HANGOUT [Warming Up to the Topic] 
17. Do you have any lingering questions or thoughts of encouragement that are connected to this week’s teaching? 
18. It was said that rather than being overwhelmed by need, we should simply do for one what you wish you could do for many. Do you agree with that advice? Why or why not?

HEAR [Listening to God through Scripture] 
19. Read Luke 8:40-55
a. Why was the crowd waiting on Jesus?
b. What was Jesus setting out to do?
c. Who was more important to Jesus, Jairus’s daughter or the unnamed woman?
d. There were undoubtably other people in the crowd who needed Jesus’ attention. Why do you think Jesus chose these two contrasting individuals?
20. Read John 5:1-17
a. John says there were “a multitude of invalids – blind, lame, and paralyzed” at the pool, but we only read about Jesus healing one of them. How do you explain this?
b. Was the man Jesus healed loyal to Jesus after his healing?
c. Is this man an example of a person of peace? Why or why not?
21. Read Luke 19:1-10
a. How did Jesus pick Zacchaeus out of the crowd?
b. How is Zacchaeus an example of a person of peace?
22. Read Luke 19:41-44 
a. Why was Jesus weeping over Jerusalem?
b. Have you ever been overcome by the needs around you? How did you respond?
c. How can our church respond to the overwhelming needs in Jacksonville?

HUDDLE [Making It Personal and Praying Together – in Huddles] 
6. Are you doing for one what you wish you could do for all or are you simply being overwhelmed and shutting down? When was the last time you shared your personal testimony and the gospel with someone? Talk about it, invite accountability, and take time to pray. 
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Part 8: When the City Comes to You
[Insert Date]


Small Group Questions

HANGOUT [Warming Up to the Topic] 
23. Do you have any lingering questions or thoughts of encouragement that are connected to this week’s teaching? 
24. What does the phrase “circular firing squad” mean? Have you seen or been a part of a “circular firing squad”? What happened?

HEAR [Listening to God through Scripture] 
25. Read 1 Corinthians 1:10-17
a. What appears to be dividing the church in Corinth?
b. How does Paul respond?
c. How does personal preference lead to competition, division, and loss of purpose? How can we avoid this kind of division in our church?
26. Read Ephesians 2:11-22
a. What does Paul ask the believers in Ephesus to remember?
b. How can remembering this foster unity in the church?
c. What does every member in our church have in common? How can those commonalities hold us together?
27. Read Philippians 2:1-18
a. What are Paul’s specific directions to the church at Philippi?
b. What is “the mind of Christ”, how do we get it, and what would it do if we all had it?
c. How does the unity of the church cause us to “shine as lights in the world”?
d. What role does the unity of the church play in the mission of the church?

HUDDLE [Making It Personal and Praying Together – in Huddles] 
6. What selfish ambitions or vain conceits may be affecting your participation in the Body of Christ? Talk about it, invite accountability, and take time to pray. 
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