
LOVEjax 2021
Sixty Days to Love and Serve Our City

Sermon Outlines
By Gary Lee Webber


Introduction
These outlines are from a series of sermons I preached at Southside Baptist Church in the fall of 2019. I developed and preached these messages with my friends and colleges, Ron Gilliard and James Lyles who have both served the cause in major global cities on multiples continents. Their insight into the effects of massive population growth on the church has been extremely helpful, not only during the preparation of these sermons, but in my leadership of an urban church in a rapidly growing city. These messages have also been heavily influenced by Tim Keller’s book Center Church. Solomon was right when he said, "There is nothing new under the sun." There is certainly nothing new in these sermons. I am confident some ideas made their way into these message that are not my own. Such ideas were planted in my mind by other teachers, preachers, and writers.  Those individuals are too numerous to list, and any attempt to do so would certainly not be exhaustive. It was never my intention to plagiarize any of these people, and I here acknowledge my debt to them for their contribution to my own discipleship and to these sermons.

These sermons must be personalized and contextualized:
These sermons were preached at a specific time (2019) in a specific context (San Marco). They included personal and local examples that will not apply to everyone or every part of our city. I have inserted red text to highlight those sections where you will want to develop your own illustrations or examples.

Text for slides
If you plan to make slides to support your delivery, I have highlighted in yellow the text that you might want to consider using for any visual display.

Listening Guides
If you choose to include it, the final page of each outline contains material you may want to include as a listening guide. It can be part of a bulletin, used as an insert, or ignored. As with all this material, the files are in Microsoft Word and can easily be edited or reformatted to meet your needs.

Each listening guide also includes a suggested daily reading plan. Each week’s plan covers the passages used in the both the sermon and in the small group material. 

There is also a list of suggested resources that your church members may find helpful. Again, feel free to add or edit this list of resources or the daily Bible Reading Plan to meet your needs.

Small Group Discussion Guides
There are accompanying small groups discussion guides for each sermon. Ideally, these discussions would take place after groups heard the sermon, but they can easily be edited to be used prior to worship. The passages and topics covered in each small group discussion supports the sermon of the corresponding week.

Suggested Series Outline
A description of each message, including title and passage is included on pages four - six of this document. The original series was nine weeks long. The first week was an introduction and used as a vision casting message. This was followed by eight messages. You can pick and choose the messages from this series to meet your needs and fit your calendar. Some messages are sequential while others can stand alone. Here are suggestions for ways to abbreviate the series.

Six Weeks:
Week 1 – 
Intro: The Issachar Factor (1 Chron. 12:23-38) 
or Part 1: Searching for a City (Heb 11:8-10)
Week 2 – 
Part 2: Running from the City (Jonah 1:1-3)
Week 3 – 
Part 3: Running toward the City (Nehemiah 1-2)
Week 4 – 
Part 5: Being FOR the City (Jeremiah 29:1-14)
Week 5 – 
Part 6: Standing Out in the City (Daniel 3)
Week 6 – 
Part 7: Hiding in the City (Jn 4:1-30) 
or Part 8: When the City Comes Calling (Jn 4:27-42)



Four Weeks:
Week 1 – 
Part 2: Running from the City (Jonah 1:1-3)
Week 3 – 
Part 3: Running toward the City (Nehemiah 1-2)
Week 4 – 
Part 5: Being FOR the City (Jeremiah 29:1-14)
Week 5 – 
Part 6: Standing Out in the City (Daniel 3)
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Three hundred years ago only 3% of the world’s population lived in cities. Today that number is over 50% and climbing rapidly. With a population of just over 1.5 million, Jacksonville is on the list of fastest growing cities in America. While condominiums, apartments, and houses are being built all over, many of the neighboring churches are fading or moving away. How are Jesus’ followers called to respond to the city and to the challenges and opportunities it presents? Join us for a sermon series exploring God’s heart for the city and how following Jesus is leading us there.
Introduction: The Issachar Factor (1 Chronicles 12:23-38) – pgs. 7-10
In an obscure passage listing the people who helped King David unify the nation of Israel, the writer of Chronicles mentions the men of Issachar as those who understood their times and knew what to do. As culture is constantly shifting and changing, the people of God have continued to need people like the men of Issachar … people who can understand the times and know what to do. Join us for a message in which we will explore what is going on around us and how God is calling us to respond.
Part 1: Searching for a City (Hebrews 11:8-10) – pgs. 11-15
God called a man named Abram to leave his childhood home and go to a place he did not know -- a place God would only reveal after Abram stepped out in faith and obedience. Abram’s epic search for God’s chosen city would become the catalyst for the nation of Israel and ultimately, the redemption of all humanity. Join us for part one of LOVEjax, where we explore the great cities of the Bible and how they are pointing us to God’s ultimate plan for His Church.


Part 2: Running from the City (Jonah 1:1-3) – pgs. 16-19
When God called Jonah to go to Nineveh, he responded by running in the opposite direction. As Henry Blackaby said, “God’s call always leads to a crisis of belief that requires faith and obedience. We cannot stay where we are and go with God.” Join us for part two of LOVEjax where we explore the challenge of answering God’s call and our temptation to run in the opposite direction to a place of comfort and security.
Part 3: Running toward the City (Nehemiah 1-2) – pgs. 20-25
Have you ever felt a holy discontent? That sense that things could and should be different? This divine displeasure will either move us to action or cause us to grow callous and blind to the needs around us. When Nehemiah was confronted with the living conditions of the people inhabiting Jerusalem, he was moved to act and rushed toward the city. Join us for part three of LOVEjax where we will learn how moving toward the needs of our community will bring us nearer to the heart of God.
Part 4: Responding to the City: (Acts 17:16-34) – pgs. 26-30
When the Apostle Paul went to Athens, he was entering one of the largest, most influential cities of his time. As he looked around that impressive city, his heart was broken by the lostness of the people. But believing God had called him there to share the gospel, Paul engaged the philosophers and city leaders, challenging their worldview and inviting them to rethink their concept of God. As our own city grows and changes, we must ask ourselves if we are prepared to approach Jacksonville the way Paul approached Athens. We can choose to ignore what’s happening in our city. We can become isolated and resist the changes, or we can embrace these changes as being from God. How can we expect non-believers to change their hearts and minds if we are unable to change our hearts and minds to embrace them?



Part 5: Being FOR the City (Jeremiah 29:1-14) – pgs. 26-30
It is often said that Christians are to be “in the world, but not of it,” but what exactly does that mean? How immersed in culture should Jesus’ followers be? How effective would we be if we completely isolated and insulated ourselves from the culture around us? Would we stand out as salt and light if we completely embraced culture? Join us for part five of LOVEjax where we explore God’s instructions to the Babylonian exiles and consider what we might learn about relating to our own city.
Part 6: Standing Out in the City (Daniel 3) – pgs. 31-34
Being in the city comes with unique opportunities and challenges. Jesus called His followers to be salt and light. How are believers called to influence the city by standing out in it? Join us for part six of LOVEjax where we will explore a famous Bible story about three young men who made the risky decision to stand up against the culture of their city.
Part 7: Hiding in the City (John 4:1-30) – pgs. 35-38
The thought of impacting the city can seem overwhelming. Rather than allowing the size of the task to paralyze us, we must recognize that the city begins when we cross the threshold of our house. We change the city by doing for one what we wish we could do for all. The person you stand behind in the line at the coffee shop or the cashier who serves you at the grocery store may be a person in whom God is doing a deep and important work. Following Jesus means joining Him in the work He is already doing. In part seven of LOVEjax, we will see how Jesus applied this principle and how His simple encounter with one person changed an entire community.
Part 8: When the City Comes Calling (John 4:27-42) – pgs. 39-43
Jesus said to “pray to the Lord of the harvest to send workers to the field.”  The “field” was the mass of humanity – the city – that was coming toward Him. Later, Jesus wept as He overlooked the city of Jerusalem, before issuing His final directive to be His witnesses there and in Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Join us Sunday for the final message in our LOVEjax series as we explore three major changes we must make if we are going to be a church that is for our city.
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Part 1: Searching for the City
by: Gary Lee Webber and James Lyles


I. Introduction
A. Review
1. Last week: Issachar Factor – We must understand the times and do the next right thing.
2. We live in a city of 1.5 million people, one of the top 10 fastest growing cities in America.
3. LOVEjax 2021
a. We want to understand what God is doing in our city and join Him.
b. We want you to see your homes, schools, workplaces, and communities as a mission field.
B. Not long ago, most people were born, lived, had children, and died all within a short distance from where their parents and grandparents had done the same things. Few people ever traveled, let alone moved, far from the place of their birth.
1. Insert a testimony, personal illustration, or some data that supports this claim.
2. Humans are more mobile and transient now than at any time in human history.
3. People are always looking for a city that has better economic or educational opportunities. 
4. It doesn’t take long to discover that no matter how great a new city might be, it isn’t perfect. The newness wears off and we discover things that aren’t so good or pleasing. 
5. The band U2: “But I still haven’t found what I’m looking for ...”
C. We are all searching for that perfect place ... Utopia … the ideal city.
1. We make attempts to build a better society, but we never seem to get there:
a. Political and economic solutions
b. Religious and philosophical solutions
c. Scientific and technological solutions 
2. The dissatisfaction we feel with our current world is evidence we have been made for another.
3. This isn’t new; it was imbedded in every human heart the moment Adam and Eve left the Garden.
II. Scripture: Hebrews 11:8-16 
A. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 
B. By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 
C. For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 
D. By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. 
E. Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 
F. These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 
G. For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 
H. If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 
I. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.
III. The City: As it was intended … As it is … As it will be
A. The city as it was intended:
1. A place designed and built by God to reflect His glory on the earth
2.  “[Abraham] was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.” – Hebrews 11:10
3. God’s design in creation:
a. And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over … every living thing that moves on the earth." – Genesis 1:28
b. God with us - Man working with God to fill the earth with His image as man multiplied
4. The city was to be a place where God was with His people.
5. A place designed and built by God to reflect His glory on the earth
B. The City as it is:
1. A place the magnifies the brokenness of humanity
a. Sin scarred the image of God in mankind. As people gather, the brokenness is magnified.
b. If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one … he has prepared for them a city.” – Hebrews 10:15-16 
2. Man’s attempt to build a better city – A deeper dive in your small groups this week.
a. OT: Cities magnify the depravity of man.
b. What was meant to be a place of unity became a place of division and rebellion.
c. Jesus died in Jerusalem. God came to the city intended to bear His name and they killed Him.
d. Jax: Human trafficking, homelessness, gun violence, gangs… Insert statistics or examples.
3. A place the magnifies the brokenness of humanity
C. The City as it will be:
1. A place redeemed by God for His glory
2. John gives us a glimpse at the end of Revelation:
a. Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God … - Revelation 21:1-2
b. Revelation 21:22-27 - And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. – Revelation 21:22-23
c. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. – Revelation 21:24-26
d. But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. – Revelation 21:27
3. A place of reunion: God is with us
4. A place redeemed by God for His glory
5. Problem: Nothing unclean gets in and I AM unclean.
a. Get your name in the Lamb’s Book of Life.
b. For those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, they join God by ushering in  His kingdom here as it is in heaven.
IV. Conclusion
A. ___________ Church, we can be a part of ushering God’s Kingdom into our city: Church wide initiative, Family involvement, Individual involvement
B. MUST begin by inviting God’s Kingdom to come in you, in our church, and in our city.
"Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” – Matthew 6:9-10
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Hebrews 11:8-16


The City as it was intended:
A place designed and built by God to reflect His glory on the earth




The City as it is:
A place that magnifies the brokenness of humanity




The City as it will be:
A place redeemed by God for His glory





Daily Readings: 
Sunday: Hebrews 11
Monday: Hebrews 12
Tuesday: Genesis 11
Wednesday: Genesis 18-19
Thursday: Matthew 6
Friday: John 18
Saturday: Revelation 21-22

Other Resources:
The City of God, by Saint Augustine 
Center Church, by Tim Keller
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Part 2: Running from the City
by: Gary Lee Webber and James Lyles


I. Introduction – 
Make sure everyone receives a mailing envelope as they enter worship. Prepare cards that say “Tarshish-------------------------Nineveh” using the full width of the card. Underneath leave 2-3 blank lines for people to write down steps they can take to move away from Tarshish toward Nineveh.
A. Address the envelope to yourself.
B. New Series: LOVEjax
1. How does God want us (His church) to respond to the growing city where He planted us?
2. Last week: Abraham looking for the city designed and built by God
C. Reaction to “The City”
1. Positive: Attractive because of opportunities, excitement, wealth, education, creativity, healthcare
2. Negative: Too crowded, increase in crime, corruption, suffering, tribalism and racism 
3. History of the church in the city:
a. The city drives culture: Media, arts, philosophy, education, politics – all begin in the city. 
b. Paul knew this – Christianity primarily spread through the major cities of Rome
c. As Christians became wealthier, churches left major urban centers and moved to the suburbs
d. Today in our own zip code – give the state of the churches in your own area of the city
e. As churches abandon cities, a void is left and filled by an increasing secular humanism
D. Next two weeks: 2 different men from the OT with very different reactions to God’s call to the City:
1. Next week: Nehemiah – He saw the need in the city and ran toward it
2. This week: Jonah – God called him to go to a city and he ran the other way.
II. Scripture: Jonah
A. Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, "Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it, for their evil has come up before me." – Jonah 1:1-2 (ESV)
1. Who was Jonah?
a. 2 Kings 14:25 – 750 BC – Prophet in Israel – Reign of Jeroboam II
b. A time of great wealth, peace, and security in the nation of Israel – A place of comfort
2. Where God was calling Jonah: Nineveh (modern day Mosul, Iraq)
a. Capital of Assyria – Israel’s neighbor and biggest threat
b. Assyria had a reputation for ruthless atrocities: “mastered the art of psychological terrorism.”
c. Jonah was called to go to the nastiest, meanest, cruelest, most dangerous place on the planet.
d. It was not unusual to call a prophet to prophesy against a foreign country, but it was unusual to tell them to go to the country in question to personally deliver the prophesy. 
B. But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord. – Jonah 1:3
1. Jonah runs in the opposite direction across the sea, as far away as he can get!
a. Nineveh represents evil and all things opposed to God and His ways.
b. Tarshish represents comfort and pleasure, a beautiful place where we assume God to be. 
2. Jonah is the only prophet in scripture to blatantly disobey a command of God. There had been reluctant prophets (Moses and Jeremiah), but not a blatantly disobedient one.
3. Why didn’t Jonah simply ignore God and stay where he was?
a. Disobedience is never a stationary position.
b. You cannot disobey God and expect to stay where you are.
c. Disobedience always leads you to run from God’s presence.
C. The sailors and the fish …. [In your small groups]
D. Jonah AFTER the big fish:
1. Jonah finally goes to Nineveh and preaches the worst sermon in the history of preaching.
2. The people repent, God forgives, and Jonah pitches a fit!
3. “But it greatly displeased Jonah and he became angry. He prayed to the LORD and said, ‘Please LORD, was not this what I said while I was still in my own country? Therefore in order to forestall this I fled to Tarshish, for I knew that You are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, and one who relents concerning calamity. Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for death is better to me than life.’ The LORD said, ’Do you have good reason to be angry?’ Then Jonah went out from the city and sat east of it. There he made a shelter for himself and sat under it in the shade until he could see what would happen in the city." Jonah 4:1-5
a. God asked a question; Jonah ignores the questions and goes out to watch the destruction he hopes will soon begin.
b. He doesn’t simply go home. Neither does he stay in the city to capitalize on the open door the king has given. Instead he goes out to “see what would happen to the city”
c. God gives Jonah a visual illustration:
4. “So the LORD God appointed a plant and it grew up over Jonah to be a shade over his head to deliver him from his discomfort. And Jonah was extremely happy about the plant.” Jonah 4:6 (NASB)
a. The contrast: “extremely happy” over a vine and shade - suicidal that the city had been spared
5. “But God appointed a worm when dawn came the next day and it attacked the plant and it withered. When the sun came up God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on Jonah's head so that he became faint and begged with all his soul to die, saying, ‘Death is better to me than life.’” Jonah 4:7-8 (NASB)
6.  “Then God said to Jonah, ‘Do you have good reason to be angry about the plant?’ And he said, ‘I have good reason to be angry, even to death.’ Jonah 4:9 (NASB)
a. God has asked Jonah about Nineveh twice and both times Jonah was silent!
b. Instead Jonah is focused on his own comfort and security.
7.  “Then the LORD said, ‘You had compassion on the plant for which you did not work and which you did not cause to grow, which came up overnight and perished overnight. Should I not have compassion on Nineveh, the great city in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know the difference between their right and left hand, as well as many animals?’" Jonah 4:10-11 (NASB)
a. The problem wasn’t Jonah’s love for the plant, but his lack of love for people.
i. “120,000” children = 600,000 people in the city - “Shouldn’t I have compassion?” 
ii. This is the heart of God – not wanting any to perish (2 Peter 3:9)
b. The cliffhanger ending leaves a lot for us to think about ...
i. How will you end the story?
ii. Is there a comfort or convenience you value more than people who need Jesus Christ?
iii. Are you willing to sacrifice comfort so that others may experience the grace you have received?
III. The ABCs of moving toward the city:
A. Align your heart with the heart of God.
1. Aligning our desires with God’s is a process.
2. Simply going through the motions of following God’s will doesn’t mean our hearts are aligned with His. God wanted Jonah’s actions AND his heart. He wants ours too.
3. Where is God’s heart? 600,000 in Nineveh; 1.5 million in Jax.; [insert stats from your own area of the city]
a. Some people hate the idea that Jacksonville is growing and will run away.
b. Churches have left – faded, died, or relocated.
c. God is calling ___________ church into this city not away from it.
d. Discuss your prayer initiative
e. Discuss your churchwide initiative to reach your community
B. Believe that God has gone before you and will empower you to do what He is calling you to do.
1. A belief that God’s heart was FOR Nineveh AND FOR Jonah – He was unrelenting in His pursuit of both!
2. Acts 1:8 – You WILL receive POWER … you WILL be my witnesses
3. Ultimately, our desires will not prevail against God’s.
4. God will accomplish His purpose even if it means we receive a healthy dose of humility.
5. Will we be like Jonah or will we be obedient to the call of Jesus?
C. Choose Nineveh (God-centered) over Tarshish (self-centered).
1. My internal world: Will I meet God in the dark places of my heart, marriage, family, or settle for what looks pretty, but is void of God?
2. The world around me: Will I meet God in the messiness of this broken world or hide in a vacation resort and pretend that Nineveh doesn’t exist?
3. People at _____________ Church who followed God into Nineveh:
a. Share the stories of people in your church who have a heart FOR the city,
b. Share wins about times and experiences when your church has demonstrated God’s heart from the city.
IV. Conclusion
A. The Jonah inside of me:
1. God values people over all else, while I often values things.
2. Questions in the worship guide
3. The problem is not my comforts and pleasures; it is my apathy toward people who need Jesus.
B. The Jonah inside of us:
1. The self-absorbed mindset of Jonah versus the missional mindset of God.
a. The highest value of a selfish person is self-preservation.
b. The highest value of a missional-minded people is self-sacrifice.
2. Do we believe __________ church exists for our own benefit or for the benefit of people who aren’t here?
C. Invitation: 
1. Fill out the card and seal it in the envelope.
2. Leave them in the baskets at the doors as you exit.
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The Book of Jonah

The ABCs of moving toward the city:

Align your heart with the heart of God.

Believe that God has gone before you and will empower you to do what He is calling you to do.

Choose Nineveh (God-centered) over Tarshish (self-centered).


Consider your answers to the following questions:
1. Are you more concerned for “plants” than you are for people? 
2. Are there comforts and conveniences, sources of personal enjoyment you simply refuse to do without while all around our world there are people struggling to survive? 
3. Do you overstate struggles in your own life in order to overshadow the desperate cry of others who are suffering immeasurably more than you? 
4. Are you more excited about a sporting event or the season finale of your favorite show than you are about making God’s grace known to a world full of desperate people? 
5. Do you put your personal comforts above the spiritual destiny of others?

Use the card to indicate where you are between “Tarshish” (self-centered) and “Nineveh” (God-centered).
How can you take a step toward “Nineveh” by the end of this year?


Daily Readings: 
Sunday: Jonah 1
Monday: Jonah 2
Tuesday: Jonah 3
Wednesday: Jonah 4
Thursday: Matthew 10
Friday: Matthew 28
Saturday: Acts 1

Other Resources:
Life Interrupted, Pricilla Shirer 
Surprised by Grace, Tullian Tchividjian
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Part 3: Running Toward the City
by: Gary Lee Webber and James Lyles


I. Introduction
A. Series Review: “For the City”
1. Jax is among the fastest growing cities in USA – God is bringing the nations to our doorstep. [examples]
2. Last week: Jonah: Running from the City; This week: Nehemiah – Running toward the City
B. Running toward the problem or away from it?
1. People fled the destruction on 9/11 while the first responders ran toward the danger.
2. Christians in the first century ran into cities infected with plague to care for the sick and dying.
3. Where is there brokenness and need around us? That is where God is working!
C. Scripture: Nehemiah
1. Background:
a. God’s people broke the covenant resulting in Jerusalem’s destruction.
b. God’s people had been carried off into captivity.
c. In 538 BC King Cyrus allowed them to return home, but not everyone did (Nehemiah).
2. Nehemiah offers us three examples of how to run toward the city: Awareness, Prayer, Preparation
II. Three steps toward the City: 
A. Be Aware of the needs (pray for a Holy Discontent).
1. The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Susa the citadel, that Hanani, one of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah. And I asked them concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived the exile, and concerning Jerusalem. – Nehemiah 1:1-2 (ESV)
2. And they said to me, "The remnant there in the province who had survived the exile is in great trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire." – Nehemiah 1:3 (ESV)
a. Jews began returning to Jerusalem in 538 BC, but the events in the book of Nehemiah were more than 70 years later.
b. If we fail to acknowledge what is broken, we eventually accept it and then grow blind to it.
c. We medicate ourselves with TV, food, recreation, sports, etc.
d. Until you acknowledge the broken you will be satisfied to live among the ruins.
e. Press into that feeling of Holy Discontent.
3. God’s call is born out of the tension between what is and what should be.
4.  “I refuse to accept the idea that the ‘isness’ of man’s present nature makes him morally incapable of reaching up for the eternal ‘oughtness’ that forever confronts him.” —Martin Luther King, Jr.
B. Pray without ceasing.
1. As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I continued fasting and praying before the God of heaven. – Nehemiah 1:4 
2. Verses 5-11- Nehemiah’s prayer. Ends with …
….O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who delight to fear your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man." – Nehemiah 1:11
C. Be Prepared to act.
1. Now I was cupbearer to the king. – Nehemiah 1:11b
2. In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for him, I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his presence before; so the king asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing but sadness of heart.” 
3. I was very much afraid, - Nehemiah 2:1-2
a. It was unacceptable to show anything but delight in the presence of the king.
b. The only thing worse than showing displeasure is speaking of it.
c. It wasn’t just that the king might have said, “No.” Nehemiah could have lost his position, lost the confidence and trust of the king, or could be viewed as a traitor.
4. But I said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should my face not look sad when the city where my fathers are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?” – Nehemiah 2:3
a. Nehemiah simply answered the king’s question.
b. He didn’t ask for anything. He was willing to trust God to provide the opportunity and the resources.
5. The king said to me, “What is it you want?” Then I prayed to the God of heaven, – Nehemiah 2:3
a. Nehemiah had been praying for opportunity and favor.
b. Before Nehemiah said anything to the king, he first asked God.
c. We often run off to other people for answers before we approach God.
6. … and I answered the king, “If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my fathers are buried so that I can rebuild it.” – Nehemiah 2:5
7. Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, “How long will your journey take, and when will you get back?” It pleased the king to send me; so I set a time. – Nehemiah 2:6 
8. I also said to him, “If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, so that they will provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah? 8 And may I have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the king’s forest, so he will give me timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for the city wall and for the residence I will occupy?” – Nehemiah 2:7-8 
a. Nehemiah doesn’t simply stop after getting the king’s blessing, he also asks the king to pay for the wall!
b. Don’t say someone’s “No” for them. You are NOT their Holy Spirit.
i. They may say, “No” because God wasn’t leading them to say, “Yes” OR
ii. They may say, “No” out of disobedience to God’s leading.
c. If what you are doing is of the Lord no king can stop it. If it is not of the Lord no king can make it come to pass.
d. But if you never make the request, you may be held responsible for the good that God might have done in and through that individual.
9. And because the gracious hand of my God was upon me, the king granted my requests. So I went to the governors of Trans-Euphrates and gave them the king’s letters. The king had also sent army officers and cavalry with me. – Nehemiah 2:8-9
a. Nehemiah was never confused about WHO had orchestrated his success.
b. We may be tempted to thank the king when it’s God who opened the door and turned the king’s heart.
c. The king’s heart is like a stream of water directed by the Lord; he guides it wherever he pleases. – Proverbs 21:1
III. Conclusion:
A. Are you aware of the needs around you? People who are hurting? Opportunities to be salt and light?
B. Are you praying? – Discuss your prayer initiative.
C. Are you prepared? – Discuss your LOVEjax initatives.
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Part 3: Running Toward the City
[Insert Date]


The Book of Nehemiah


Three steps toward the City: 

Be Aware of the need (Nehemiah 1:1-3)

Pray without ceasing (Nehemiah 1:4 – 2:3)

Be Prepared to act (Nehemiah 2:5-9)






Daily Readings: 
Sunday: Nehemiah 1
Monday: Nehemiah 2
Tuesday: Nehemiah 3
Wednesday: Nehemiah 4
Thursday: Nehemiah 5
Friday: Nehemiah 6-7
Saturday: Nehemiah 8

Other Resources:
Visioneering, by Andy Stanley
Transitioning, by Dan Sutherland
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Part 4: Responding to the City
by: Ron Gilliard


Introduction. 
Review: 
Jacksonville is experiencing a decline in places of worship, but an increase in population. Requires us to be a people who understand the times and know what to do.
Previous 3 weeks: 
a. Hebrews – Searching for a city whose designer and builder is God.
b. Jonah – What it looks like when we run from the city.
c. Nehemiah – What it looks like to run toward the city.
This week: We are going to look at Acts 17 to see what our response to the City should be.
There are many references to the word “city” in the Bible. At times the word refers to a place, sometimes it refers to the people, only two places use “the city of God” (both in Psalms), but many, many references to “the Kingdom of God” which seems synonymous to the city of God. 
We have seen parallel uses of the term “city” both in the physical and spiritual sense.
a. Week one: …they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. – Hebrews 11:16
b. Week two: In Jonah we are reminded that a call to the city is a call to align our hearts with God’s, to choose between God’s will and our own.
c. Week three: Nehemiah challenges us to be aware of the needs of our city, to pray without ceasing for our city, and that we be prepared to act on behalf of our city.
Insert story or testimony about the problems and challenges faced in various cities from someone who has lived in different cities.
1. It is evident that there are many people in every city who, like Nineveh, “ … do not know the difference between their right and left hand,” but we know God loves them and that they deserve to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
2. Do we see these people as God sees them -- as people for whom He would send His Son to die? Or do we see them as inconveniences, obstacles, or even worse, as our enemies?
3. Paul had some big city experiences too, and we’re going to look at one today in the book of Acts. If you have your Bible in front of you, please turn to chapter 17. I’ll begin in verse 16. 
Three Responses to the City: 
  A.  We can ignore it. (Acts 17:16-21)
1. This is a preferred method for dealing with things for many people.
2.  It’s often called passive resistance -- not taking a stance one way or the other, hoping it won’t happen or won’t be bad if it does. Is this you?
3. Paul was waiting for Silas and Timothy to come to him. 
4. Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the city was full of idols. – Acts 17:16
a. This may sound like the quantity of idols was the issue, but the truth is many of the large cities at that time were full of idols.
b. In fact, five centuries later, the prophet Mohammad made these same observations about cities in the Arab world before going on to establish Islam. Mohammad was offended by the number of idols in the cities. But where Mohammad conquered those cities by force, Paul knew the Gospel required a different approach:
5. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. – Acts 17:17
a. The key word here is “reasoned.” 
b. Simply quoting scripture to people lacks the desired effect if people don’t believe the scripture to be true, much less the inspired word of God. 
c. To get a Gospel conversation started you often need reason. 
d. Paul didn’t just “reason” with them in the synagogue, he also spoke in the streets and the marketplace. 
6. Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what these things mean.” Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new.– Acts 17:18-21
a. The Areopagus was a place where philosophers debated, gave speeches, etc. Paul was invited to speak. 
b. Paul did not ignore the people of the city of Athens, even though the city is filled with idols, and even though the crowd heckled him as a “babbler.” 
c. But just because we choose not to ignore our city doesn’t necessarily mean we embrace it … 
B. We can hate it! (Acts 17:22-25)
1. You can become one of the hecklers if want to. 
2. You will have plenty of company. The Christian message and lifestyle are a real thorn in the side of some people.
3. Our city is already too big. Its crime is bad. What can we do?
4. Listen to Paul’s response. He doesn’t condemn or criticize, but begins in a positive, even complimentary way: 
5. So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious. For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. – Acts 17:22-23
a. Some translations may use the word “ignorant” in the verse. And while that may be correct, it sort of ruffles our feathers when someone uses the word “ignorant” in a sentence talking about us. So, while both versions are correct, this translation is more consistent with Paul’s attempt to ease into the subject in a polite way. 
b. But his courtesy doesn’t water down the point he is trying to communicate.
c. The ways in which we attract people to worship may vary, but the gospel of Jesus Christ is the same and must be proclaimed. And that’s what Paul does …
6. The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. – Acts 17:24-25
a. Paul uses reason, common sense, and logic to debunk their entire religious system.
b. But even though this makes sense to us, we are reminded in Acts 28:24 that “some were convinced by what he said, but others disbelieved.”
c. This will always be true. 
d. Paul understood, as we must, that being in a city with people from all kinds of religious and philosophical backgrounds is a God-sized opportunity that will require a God-sized faith.
e. So, in our response to the city, if we don’t ignore it, and we choose not to hate it, perhaps we follow Paul’s example and ...
C. We can embrace it. (Acts 17:26-34)
1. Paul embraced the people of Athens.
2. The City is where the people are. It’s our city. What can we do to make it a better city in which to live? We can share Jesus with them.
3. And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place. – Acts 17:26-25
a. So, here we are. We have reached the meaning of life. Why am I here?
b. As we read God’s word, we cannot deny that God inspired his servant Paul to stand on a rock in Athens, Greece, in front of a lot of people he didn’t know and deliver both the meaning of life and the gospel of Jesus Christ. Here it is. God made man, put him on the earth so that he could do what?  (verse 27):
4. That they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, for ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are indeed his offspring.’– Acts 17:27-28
a. Notice that Paul is quoting their own philosophers and poets to them.
b. Relating to culture means finding opportunities to connect what people know to the Gospel they need to know.
5. Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. – Acts 17:29
6. The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” – Acts 17:30-31 
a. The idea of the resurrection of Jesus was and is a radical idea. 
b. Much has been written on this subject. There were many witnesses, both believers and non-believers. According to Rob Phillips, who leads apologetics for the Missouri Baptist Convention, while there are some differences most agree on the following:
· Jesus died by crucifixion.
· Very soon after His death, His followers had real experiences that they thought were actual appearances of the risen Jesus.
· Their lives were transformed as a result, even to the point of being willing to die specifically for their faith in the resurrection message.
· These things were taught very early, soon after the crucifixion.
· James, Jesus’ unbelieving brother, became a Christian due to his own experience with whom he believed to be the resurrected Christ.
· The Christian persecutor Paul became a believer after a similar experience.
c. A good read on this subject would be A Case for Christ by Lee Strobel.
7. Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others said, “We will hear you again about this.” So Paul went out from their midst. But some men joined him and believed, – Acts 17:32-34 
Conclusion -- Our Response to the City:
We can ignore it, we can hate it, or we can embrace it.    
1. For the Scripture says, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? – Romans 10:13-14
What will we, ________________ Church, choose? Will we ignore our city, and the people God is bringing within the shadow of our building? Will we simply choose to hate what’s happening around us? Will we use this church as a shelter to hide? Or will we embrace our city and the people God loves?
Remind people about the LOVEjax Initiatives and invite people to make a decision for Christ.
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Acts 17:16-34


Three Responses to the City: 

We can ignore it. (Acts 17:16-21)

We can hate it. (Acts 17:22-25)

We can embrace it! (Acts 17:26-34)






Daily Readings: 
Sunday: Acts 16-17
Monday: Acts 18-19
Tuesday: Acts 20-21
Wednesday: Acts 22-23
Thursday: Acts 24-25
Friday: Acts 26-27
Saturday: Acts 28

Other Resources:
Paul: A Biography, by N.T. Wright
Paul: A Man of Grace and Grit, by Charles Swindoll
A Case for Christ, by Lee Strobel 
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Part 5: Being for the City
by: Gary Lee Webber


I. Scripture Reading: Jeremiah 29:1-14
A. These are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem to the surviving elders of the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. – Jeremiah 29:1 (ESV) 
B. This was after King Jeconiah and the queen mother, the eunuchs, the officials of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the metal workers had departed from Jerusalem. The letter was sent by the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. It said: – Jeremiah 29:2-3
C. "Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. – Jeremiah 29:4-6
D. But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your diviners who are among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that they dream, for it is a lie that they are prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, declares the Lord. – Jeremiah 29:7-9
E. For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. – Jeremiah 29:10-11
F. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you, declares the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, declares the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. – Jeremiah 29:12-14
II. Introduction
A. Series Review: “LOVEjax 2021”
1. Jax is one of the fastest growing cities in the USA. 
2. How will our church respond? Run away from it? Run toward it? 
B. Tension of being in the world but not of the world; not a subculture, but still distinct
1. Next week: How do we avoid becoming synchronistic with the culture around us? 
2. This week: How do we engage with the culture around us?
C. Scripture Background: Jeremiah – Scripture reading plan this week.
1. Babylon was dominant power, Judea revolted, Nebuchadnezzar took the leaders into exile in Babylon to assimilate them.
2. The Jews refused to move into the city but stayed just outside of it. The prophets among them were discouraging them from moving into the city.
3. Jeremiah wrote them from Jerusalem with a shocking message from God: Live incarnationally; Love Sacrificially; Wait Expectantly
III. Live Incarnationally
A. Incarnational? - Jesus – The great missionary – God took on flesh and came to live among us.
B. This is what Jonah refused to do. 
C. "Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. – Jeremiah 29:4-6 
D. Who carried the Israelites into exile? Verse 1 says King Nebuchadnezzar, but verses 4 & 7 say God did it. 
1. God uses social forces to accomplish His purposes. 
2. Every month 5 million people move from the countryside into the city.
3. God is sending the people of the world into cities faster than Christians are willing to go there.
4. He determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. God did this so men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him. – Acts 17:26-27
5. Roger Greenway says this about these verses: 
a. “Viewed in light of these verses, city growth is not something to be perceived as entirely the work of the devil, but as part of God’s providential plan in history. God’s redemptive purpose behind urban growth is that ‘men should seek him and reach out for him’…
b. “Pressed together in metropolises, the races, tribes, and diverse people groups are geographically more accessible than ever before. …. God in our time is moving climactically through a variety of social, political, and economic factors to bring earth’s peoples into closer contact with one another, into greater interaction and interdependence, and into earshot of the gospel. 
c. “By this movement God carries forward his redemptive purposes in history. A sign of our time is the city. Through worldwide migration to the city God may be setting the stage for Christian mission’s greatest and perhaps final hour.” – Roger Greenway
6. Jacksonville will add 120,000 people over the next 10 years. That’s equal to the population of Savannah. Will we see that many new churches in Jacksonville in that same time?
E. Examples of people from __________ Church living incarnationally:
IV. Love Sacrificially
A. But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. – Jeremiah 29:7 
1. Shalom – Peace, but much more than an absence of conflict. Completeness, wholeness
2. Before they were encouraged to pray for the peace of Jerusalem. NOW they are encouraged to pray for the city of their enemy – where they are being held captive
3. Stop being angry and living as victims.
4. Jesus said to pray for your enemies.
5. Forgive us our debts as we have also forgiven our debtors
B. This is what God did for us: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
C. Not a popular message then or now – Jeremiah was tortured for saying this – more in today’s small group discussion.
V. Wait Expectantly
A. For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. – Jeremiah 29:10
B. For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. – Jeremiah 29:11
C. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you, declares the Lord, – Jeremiah 29:12-14a
1. Be a part of the city – but know that you’re only a temporary alien resident -- not a citizen, but also not just a tourist.
2. It would be easier to stay separate or to fully assimilate, but God doesn’t want us to do either.
3. Instead God calls us to be ambassadors:
a. Completely coherent in the host culture
b. Constantly trying to find ways to cooperate
c. Never forgetting that we represent the values and needs of another place
D. In the New Testament Christians are called exiles – aliens and strangers:
a. But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ – Philippians 3:20
b. Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. – 1 Peter 2:11-12
c. If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. – John 15:18-19
E. Next week: Daniel -- how he and his friends stood strong and stood out in Babylon
VI. Conclusion
A. Our church
1. Our LOVEjax initiative
2. Your family’s involvement
B. Us as individuals:
1. Incarnate the love of God where you are.
2. Respond to their hate with love. This is how we gain influence
C. This is what Jesus did for us. 
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Jeremiah 29:1-14


Being FOR the City: 

Live Incarnationally (Jeremiah 29:5-6)

Love Sacrificially (Jeremiah 29:7)

Wait Expectantly (Jeremiah 29:10-14)





Daily Readings: 
Sunday: 2 Kings 21-22
Monday: 2 Kings 23-24
Tuesday: 2 Kings 25
Wednesday: Psalm 137
Thursday: Jeremiah 25-26
Friday: Jeremiah 27-28
Saturday: Jeremiah 29


Other Resources:
Center Church, by Tim Keller
Run with the Horses, by Eugene Peterson
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Part 6: Standing Out in the City
by: James Lyles


I. Introduction
A. Last week we looked at Jeremiah – Being for the city by engaging it strategically/intentionally.
1. We live in a city with more than 1.5 million people, one of the fastest growing cities in America.
2. “For the City”
a. We want to understand what God is doing in our city and join Him.
b. We want to see our homes, schools, workplaces, and communities as a mission field.
B. Personal story or illustration about standing out in a crowd
C. Standing out in the city
1. At some point, we’ve all felt like we’ve stood out in a crowd.
2. Culture says one thing, our Christian beliefs say another.
3. Do we give in to cultural pressures or do we choose to stand out?
D. Background to the text
1. A narrative about 3 Jewish exiles who are now in Babylon
a. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, formerly known as Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah
b. 6th Century B.C. - Babylon is the preeminent world power. They have conquered the nation of Israel. 
c. Professional classes were deported to Babylon (artisans, scholars, government/military leaders).
d. Strategy was subjugation through assimilation.
e. Deport professionals and ensure they grow up in Babylonian culture and in 1-2 generations, they would assimilate into that culture – adopting its values and beliefs while losing their own distinct culture, beliefs and values.
2. Babylonian Empire was pluralistic.
a.    Allowed for religions to express their own views in private, but public expressions of faith were not allowed.
c.    Jewish nation, however, was monotheistic and did not permit worship of other gods. 
       (Exodus 20:3)
II. Scripture: Daniel 3:12-25
A. There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O king, pay no attention to you; they do not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up. – Daniel 3:12
B. Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought. So they brought these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden image that I have set up?  – Daniel 3:13-14
C. Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands? Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. – Daniel 3:15-16
D. If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up. – Daniel 3:17-18
E. Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace heated seven times more than it was usually heated. And he ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. – Daniel 3:19-20
F. Then these men were bound in their cloaks, their tunics, their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the burning fiery furnace. Because the king's order was urgent and the furnace overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the burning fiery furnace. – Daniel 3:21-23
G. Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.” He answered and said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.” – Daniel 3:24-25
III. Three steps to stand out in the city:
A. Resist the pressures of pluralism.
1. The image did not simply represent one god, it represents all gods.
2. The king was not asking the people to worship the Babylonian gods instead of other gods, but in addition to their god.
3. In private, you can worship your God, but in public you must bow down to the Babylonian gods.
4. All pluralistic cultures apply the same pressure … you can privately worship the way you want, but in public culture you must be like everyone else.
5. The world seeks to assimilate you into public culture by making you privatize your faith.
a. Examples: ethics in workplace
b. Examples: moral principles in dating/marital relationships
B. Adopt a confession of faith.
1. “Our God can save us.” (Daniel 3:17)
a. We believe He will save us.
b. Even if not, we still will not bow down to that image. 
2. They believed that they were serving God because of who He is, not for what they hoped to get out of Him.
3. They obeyed God just because they believed He was worthy. Therefore, they were prepared to handle anything that came as a result of their commitment to Him.
C. Cling to the promises of God in the midst of suffering.
1. If we choose to be obedient we must accept that suffering will be inevitable.
a. They were willing to endure suffering because they had confidence in God’s promises.
b. They were not surprised or discouraged in the face of suffering. 
c. Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. – 1 Peter 4:12
d. Suffering does for character what fire does for gold.
2. But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God.” – Isaiah 43:1-3
3. Are we willing to stand out in the city? Jesus called us to be salt and light. How are we doing that? How is your family doing that? How are you doing that?
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Daniel 3:1-30


Three steps to stand out in the city:

1. Resist the pressures of pluralism.

2. Adopt a confession of faith.

3. Cling to the promises of God in the midst of suffering.





Daily Readings: 
Sunday: Daniel 1
Monday: Daniel 2-3
Tuesday: Daniel 4-5
Wednesday: Daniel 6
Thursday: Daniel 7-8
Friday: Daniel 9-10
Saturday: Daniel 11-12


Other Resources:
Center Church, by Tim Keller
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Part 7: Hiding in the City
by Gary Lee Webber and James Lyles


I. Introduction
A. Ever heard the phrase, “Follow the money”?
1. Airbus, competitor of Boeing, has released their global earnings forecast:
a. There has been a 10% growth in worldwide urban population since 2000.
b. There has been a direct correlation to the increase in worldwide air travel.
c. Their conclusion: cities connect cities. As city populations grow, more people will travel from one to another, accelerating global migration.
d. [INSERT Airbus data]
e. This global migration is framing the growth projections of all major industries.
f. Companies no longer focus on countries but on major urban centers where people live.
2. This is something God is doing. How do we respond?
B. The idea of reaching a city with hundreds of thousands of people is overwhelming. How can we possibly make a difference? For the last two weeks of this series, I’d like to consider a practical strategy for reaching the city.
1. The city begins on your front porch.
2. It is not the mass of people, but the one person with whom God has orchestrated a divine appointment.
3. Do for one what you wish you could do for all. – Andy Stanley 
4. This week in your small groups you will see how Jesus practiced this principle.
C. A “person of peace” -- “someone [whom] God has prepared ahead of time to hear the message of the gospel through you. We recognize persons of peace as those who welcome us, like to be with us, and attempt to serve us in some way”[footnoteRef:1] – Ben Sternke  [1:  https://bensternke.com/the-key-to-recognizing-a-person-of-peace/] 

D. God has prepared people who are hiding in plain sight all over our city!
E. Set up John 4 by telling the story of Jesus and the woman at the well.



II. What to expect from a person of peace:
A. So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, "Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?" They went out of the town and were coming to him. – John 4:28-30
1. They will be open to the message of the Gospel.
2. They will connect you to other people in their world.
B. There is a difference between a peaceful person and a person of peace. A peaceful person might be nice but does not offer an opportunity to share the Gospel.
III. How to interact with a person of peace:
A. Engage at a point of need. 
1. The woman was isolated and alone and Jesus took the initiative to engage her in conversation.
2. Thirst: Jesus’ own thirst, the universal problem of thirst, and wells that do not satisfy
3. "Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." – John 4:13-14
B. Acknowledge what is broken.
1. Not only the universal thirst, but her spiritual condition:
2. Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." The woman answered him, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true." The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet.”– John 4:16-19
3. Things to look for: 
a. People who have had a major change (move, job, marriage, divorce, new baby)
b. People who have experienced the unexpected (death, health crisis, etc.) 
C. Share the hope of the Gospel.
1. The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things." Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he." – John 4:25-26
2. EXAMPLE
IV. How to find a person of peace:
A. Three characteristics:
1. They welcome you.
2. They are open and interested in your life as a follower of Jesus.
3. They assist or serve you in some way. 
a. The Samaritan woman did all these things.
b. Allowing a person of peace to help you is critical. The more you are willing to receive from them, the more they will be willing to receive from you. 
c. Example
B. Three warnings: 
1. The encounter may not be convenient. 
a. Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. – John 4:6   
b. He was finally alone – the disciples had left to get food.
2. The encounter may not be with the person you expect.
a. A woman from Samaria came to draw water. – John 4:7 – A Samaritan woman – two strikes!
b. Vs. 18 – Drawing water alone; married several times; living with someone
3. You must be willing to risk meeting a “person of unpeace”
a. "Take nothing for your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money; and do not have two tunics.  And whatever house you enter, stay there, and from there depart.  And wherever they do not receive you, when you leave that town shake off the dust from your feet as a testimony against them." – Luke 9:3-5 
b. “Are we willing to cross the line and risk the scorn of the world so we can recognize Persons of Peace and thus join Jesus in the restoration and healing of people’s lives?”  – Ben Sternke
V. Conclusion
A. How can our church find and engage persons of peace in Jacksonville?
B. How can your family find and engage another family of peace in your community?
C. How will you engage people of peace whom God will bring into your life?
D. 
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John 4:1-30

What to expect from a person of peace:

1. They will be open to the message of the Gospel.
2. They will connect you to other people in their world.


How to interact with a person of peace

1. Engage at a point of need.
2. Acknowledge what is broken.
3. Share the hope of the Gospel.


How to find a person of peace

Three characteristics:
1. They welcome you.
2. They are open and interested in your life as a follower of Jesus.
3. They assist or serve you in some way.

Three Warnings:
1. The encounter may not be convenient.
2. The encounter may not be with the person you expect.
3. You must be willing to risk meeting a “person of unpeace.”


Daily Readings: 
Sunday: John 4:1-30
Monday: Luke 7:1-10
Tuesday: Acts 8:26-40
Wednesday: Acts 10:9-11:1
Thursday: Acts 16:13-15 & 22-38
Friday: Luke 9
Saturday: Luke 10

Other Resources:
Reunion, by Bruxy Cavey 
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I. Scripture Reading: John 4:19-43
A. The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship." – John 4:19-20
B. Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews.  – John 4:21-22
C. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth." – John 4:23-24 
D. The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things." – John 4:25
E. Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he." – John 4:26
F. Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but no one said, "What do you seek?" or, "Why are you talking with her?" So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, "Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?" They went out of the town and were coming to him. – John 4:27-30
G. Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, "Rabbi, eat." But he said to them, "I have food to eat that you do not know about."  – John 4:31-32
H. So the disciples said to one another, "Has anyone brought him something to eat?" – John 4:33
I. Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work. Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, then comes the harvest'? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, 'One sows and another reaps.' I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor." – John 4:34-38
J. Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me all that I ever did." So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his word. – John 4:39-41
K. They said to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world." – John 4:42
L. After the two days he departed for Galilee. – John 4:43
II. Introduction
A. Series Review: 
B. What do you do when you haven’t moved, but God brings the city to you?
1. The Great Fire of 1901 [SCROLL SOME PICS]
2. Migration to South Jacksonville, then even further south
C. Background of John 4
1. Jesus and the disciples are traveling through Samaria; Jesus talks to Samaritan woman.
2. She goes and gets her friends -- a demonstration of the power of finding a person of peace.
3. The people in this woman’s town make their way to Jesus.
D. Three important shifts we need to make as God brings the city to us:
III. From Preference to Purpose
A. Vs. 19 - Woman to Jesus: Where do we worship? Here or in Jerusalem?
1. The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things." Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he." – John 4:25-26
2. Jesus didn’t come to confirm our preferences or affirm our theology. HE is the center of our worship – not a musical style, location, time or place.
3. Our purpose is to make Jesus known, to share the Good News that He has made a way to God.
B. The church does not primarily exist for the benefit of its members, but for the redemption of those non-members all around it.
1. If we are a church that is more driven by our preferences than by our purpose, we will not only fail to accomplish God’s purpose, we will never achieve our preferred future.
2. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. – Philippians 2:3-4
3. What is effective in reaching the unchurched that God has led to our community? 
4. Examples
IV. From Competition to Cooperation
A. Personal preferences lead to greater and greater division. This results in competition.
B. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth."  - John 4:23-24 
C. Them vs. Us (Church and unchurched) v. 27 – Disciples are shocked that Jesus was talking to a Samaritan, but they didn’t say anything!
1. Old prejudices: -- ethnic, religious, moral -- Jesus breaks them down.
2. The people of the city are not our enemies, they are our mission!
D. Them vs. Us (Our church and other churches) Jesus calls for cooperation with the other laborers in the field.  Some will sew, others reap:
1. Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, then comes the harvest'? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest.  Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together.  For here the saying holds true, 'One sows and another reaps.'  I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor." – John 4:35-38
2. And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." – Matthew 9:35-38
E. We must value cooperation over competition if we are going to reach the city God is bringing to us.
1. Examples of churches cooperating
2. Work cross-generationally in our own church.
V. From Decisions to Discipleship
A. V. 39 – Many believed in Jesus. They asked Jesus to stay and He did for two days.
B. The importance of a decision is clear, but Jesus’ call is to make disciples.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://redeeminggod.com/crusade-evangelism-effective/] 

1. Billy Graham estimates that only 25% of those who came forward at one of his crusades actually became Christians.
2. Recent studies have shown that only 6% of those who “came forward” at an evangelistic crusade are any different in their beliefs and behaviors one year later.
C. Jesus did not call us to make converts, but disciples. 
1. Discuss your church’s evangelism strategy and/or mission statement.
2. The people God is bringing will need more than a drive-by evangelistic effort; they will need people to meet them, introduce them to Jesus, and walk with them as they learn to follow Him.
VI. Conclusion
A. Review: from Preference to Purpose; from Competition toCcooperation; from Decisions to Discipleship
B. What do we do now?
1. Prayerfully evaluate your own heart: 
· Am I more committed to my preferences than to God’s purpose?
· Are there groups of people I refuse to reach, serve, or with whom I will not partner?
· Have I followed up my “decision” for Jesus with an intentional effort to be His disciple? 
· Whom am I discipling? 
2. Pray and ask God to open your eyes to the fields that are ripe unto harvest.
3. LOVEjax initiatives, review, wins, etc.

C. 
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John 4:19-43


Three Important shifts we need to make as God brings the city to us: 

From Preference to Purpose (John 4:19-26)

From Competition to Cooperation (John 4:27-28)

From Decision to Discipleship (John 4:39-43)


Prayerfully evaluate your own heart: 
· Am I more committed to my preferences than to God’s purpose?
· Are there groups of people I refuse to reach, serve or with whom I will not partner?
· Have I followed up my “decision” for Jesus with an intentional effort to be His disciple? 
· Whom am I discipling? 

Pray and ask God to open your eyes to the fields that are ripe unto harvest.



Daily Readings: 
Sunday: John 4
Monday: Matthew 9 
Tuesday: 1 Corinthians 1 & 2
Wednesday: 1 Corinthians 3 & 4
Thursday: Ephesians 1 & 2
Friday: Philippians 1 & 2
Saturday: Philippians 3 & 4

Other Resources:
Center Church, by Tim Keller
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