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US Adults Gen Z 14-29 Millennials 30-45

1in3 2in5 ~Half

Is AI as Trustworthy 
as a Pastor?

Spiritual Guidance
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We’ve been here 
before
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Projectors
Online Giving
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FEAR



Even Gen Z is conflicted
ANGRY about AI        22% → 31%
EXCITED about AI     36% → 22%
HOPEFUL about AI    27% → 18%
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2025 2026

of employed Gen Z’ERS believe AI creates  
more risks than benefits at worK48%

Gallop

14-29



CONVENIENCE
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WISDOM
outruns

?



QUick
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Great
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Fine
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Instant
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Process
outruns
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“The world isn’t asking if  
AI is powerful.  
       It’s asking if it’s
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trustworthy



what pastors are 
really asking
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Is it ethical? 
Can I trust it? 

Can I still call it mine? 
Where’s the line?



SERmon
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isn’t yours because  
you typed the words



SERmon
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It’s yours because God formed  
the message in you first.



The danger nobody 
talks about
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AI is designed to agree with you



MIT researchers have mathematically proven 
that ChatGPT’s built-in sycophancy creates a 
phenomenon they call “delusional spiraling.” 

You ask it something, it agrees.  
You ask again, and it agrees even harder until 

you end up believing things that are
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FLAT OUT FALSE

“echo chamber that sounds intelligent”



AI can process information. 
It can’t provide wisdom.

- MARK MACDONALD 
“
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beware
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Accuracy matters



10s of millions of inaccuracies/hour
2nd- & 4th-most-cited sources were…

Facebook and Reddit
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90% Accurate
Google's AI Overview

Oumi

nyt



Pastors already battle 
misinformation every week

- MARK MACDONALD 

“
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Don’t become lazy with truth



The LINE
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Pastors shouldn’t cross



Don’t let AI do the work  
that forms you

- MARK MACDONALD 
“

FIRST COAST Churches



AI can’t replace formation

forms youPrayer 
study 

shepherding
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Use AI to support your prep, 
not replace it

- ED STETZER
“
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If AI replaces the process 
that forms you… 

it weakens the leader  
you’re becoming



Research 
Organization 
Editing 
Brainstorming 
Communication Strategy
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What AI Can Do Well
Sermon Illustrations 

Shortening Announcements 
Demographic Insights 

Website SEO 
Social Media Help
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Kingdom Practices



4 Leadership Filters
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Pray Dependently 
Preach Boldly 

Shepherd Resiliently 
Lead Wisely

Kingdom Practices



Technology can change 
 
But it should never change “
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pastoral priorities.
ministry methods.



AI Policy
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you need an



AI Policy
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What’s acceptable? 
What’s off limits? 

What requires disclosure? 
What must be verified?



LEAD AI
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Don’t let AI lead you
or your church



Spirit-led Pastors Are

Artificial intelligence 
is not the future  

of the Church
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